YOUTH PERMANENCY TALKING POINTS
These talking points are intended to educate people about youth permanency:

· Every youth must have lifelong permanent connections.

· For youth unable to reunify, adoption remains the preferred option, but not the only option.

· Permanence, especially for older youth nearing adulthood, needs to include a broad range of options. All connections that serve to anchor a youth are important and need to be strengthened.

· Permanency is a state of mind, not a placement.

· Youth must be actively engaged in developing their permanency and plans must be based on the youth’s best interest.

· The permanency process recognizes, respects, and values the strengths and goals of the youth while acknowledging those who have been significant in the youth’s life.

· Connections solidify the youth’s identity and clarify personal history.

· Concurrent planning for youth maximizes the potential for permanency and successful transition into adulthood.

· Legal action of terminating parental rights does not sever the emotional bond that a youth has with his or her family.

· Being connected with a family or significant adult(s) is important in emancipation and healthy functioning in the community.

· Cooperative partnerships between social workers, youth, families, agencies, and the larger community optimize the best outcomes.

· Within their sphere of influence, all partners must identify and take action to eliminate system barriers that prevent permanency for youth.
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